ANIMAL TRIVIA 


e Tetrodoxin is an anesthetic. Made from secretions of certain frogs in Central America's rain forest. 
It's 160,000 times more potent than cocaine. The lab researchers say it's what Haitian voodoo 
practitioners use to entrance people into zombies. 

e An average horse in an average barn with an average pasture - what kind of horse is that anyhow? 
- only needs two hours of sleep a night, according to experts. 

e You know how sloths hang upside down? They've been known to just go on hanging there after 
they die. 

e Heat and moisture expand porcupine quills. You can see why the barbed variety are so tough to 
extract from skin. Incidentally, you know how a rhino's horn is hair fused together? A porcupine quill is 
like that. 

e Groomers say you ought not trim a dog too closely. It can get sunburned. 

e Alligators are fond of beavers. Not chummy. They like the flavor. Arkansas had numerous beavers. 
Until it reintroduced alligators. 

e In what's now northern Iran are ancient drawings on stone that indicate women around 200 B.C. 
milked elk. 

e Achicken squawks one sort of alarm when a predator attacks from the air and another sort of 
alarm when a predator attacks from the ground. 

e Advises an authority on healthy household temperatures: "If the cat isn't sleeping on the heat vent, 
turn down the thermostat." 

e Slugs and snails get mild shocks when they touch anything copper. Savvy gardeners know this. 
They forgo snail bait. And surround their plots with thin copper strips. It works. 

e The hyena is more closely related to the cat than the dog. 

e Peacocks aren't so dumb. If you raise yours from a chick, it's said, you can teach it a few simple 
tricks. 

e Lobsters sleep on airplanes. But on boats and barges, trucks and trains, they don't sleep ... they 
fight. At least male lobsters do. So kill off about 10 percent. Even if speed isn't the point, shippers say, 
that natural high-altitude sedation of lobsters makes air freight worth it. 

e Young dolphins swim in bachelor groups called "coalitions." 

e The steamer duck of the Falklands can fly when young but not when grown up. 

e A great horned owl can catch a house cat. And eat same. Up. The Owl and the Pussycat left out 
that part. 

e Something else the wild turkey can do that most birds can't is instantly take off vertically. 

e Burglars hate geese. Watchdogs attack straightaway, so can be silenced quickly. But geese, 
squalling mightily, zigzag in all directions. Burglars can't catch them and they can't shut them up. 
Geese served sentry duty in Old Rome. Burglars were not why it fell. 

e |f you're more than three feet from that housefly, it can't see you. 

e Did you know birds get malaria? Snakes do, too. 

e Q: Why is a horseshoe supposed to be lucky? 

A: The desire of man to protect himself from unkown forces, or to create good fortune for himself, has 
led to thousands upon thousands of superstitions the world over. One that is widespread and is hard 
to explain is the common belief that a horseshoe is lucky. Almost every country has a different legend 
of tradition concerning the horseshoe. The Irish say that a horse was in the stable where Christ was 
born, and therefore the horseshoe has magical power. In Russia, the blacksmith used to be 
considered a kind of magician, and it is claimed he used the horseshoe as a charm in performing his 
magic. Even the ancient Romans believed that finding a cast-off horseshoe in the road would protect 
one from illness. This may be because iron at one time was regarded as a good luck charm. 

e During the 1991 International Gem and Jewelry Exhibition in the Sri Lankan capital of Colombo, the 
Sri Lanka Gem Corporation used a live (and very deadly) cobra to help guard the precious stones. 
The poisonous snake, in a glass cage, watched over 1.1 million dollars worth of jewels - 393 carat and 
103 carat star sapphires. 


e Several visitors to a zoo exhibit called "Dinosaurs Live!" asked for refunds after discovering that 
dinosaurs ceased to roam the Earth 65 million years ago ... The exhibit at the Memphis Zoo featured 
21 Dinamation creatures - computerized, mechanical replicas of dinosaurs that move and roar like the 
real things may have done. But about six people have asked for refunds of their $2.50 admission 
charge since the exhibit opened May 1 (1992), said Ann Ball, a zoo vice president. "We thought when 
we opened we would have kids who would be frightened by the dinosaurs. But little did | Know | would 
have adults who didn't know dinosaurs were dead," Ball said. 

e Word is you can never untrain a guard dog. 

e Claim is more birds are seen in Texas than in any other state. At least 579 reported so far by the 
birders. That doesn't count Thunderbirds, whirlybirds, snowbirds. Or unrecorded birds of any such 
facetious feather. | left out jailbirds on purpose. Texans get even. 

e It has been demonstrated in lengthy tests that laboratory rats drink more alcohol when the lights 
are turned down low. 

e An engineering firm in France now lets employees bring their cats and dogs to work, and turn same 
loose to roam the premises. Other French companies are said to be considering it. Managers say it 
reduces stress, but they don't say whose. 

e Q: How long does a dairy cow go on giving enough milk to be worth her keep? 

A: Five to seven years, say the milkers. 

e Trouble with spider silk is it shrinks by half when it's wet. 

e You know the octopus can change its color. During the change, something weird happens. 
Momentarily, it stops emitting or even reflecting light. Becomes invisible, almost. The science fiction 
writers out to be able to do something with this phenomenon, what? 

e If you find a spider 28 inches long in your bathtub, it's got to be a certain sort of sea spider. 

e Moves made by a pair of swimming dolphins are just about identical. Without rehearsal. How each 
knows exactly what to do next remains a mystery. Takes humans months, even years, of practice to 
synchronize that way. 

e Among baboons, as any Darwinian will tell you, it's the males who fight, the females who tell them 
when. 

e Fearless wild monkeys in Hong Kong have been known to raid city apartments in broad daylight, in 
order to grab toys from childen, snatch food bags from shoppers ... and even open pop-top cans to 
guzzle beer! 

e Q: Do gorillas get the measles? 

A: They can. And can die therefrom. 

e Offspring of a jellyfish is not a jellyfish but a hydroid. Offspring of a hydroid is not a hydroid but a 
jellyfish. 

e Claim is a slug can eat its own weight in one sitting. 

e A fox hunts alone. 

e Remember, spiders showed up here before dinosaurs. 

e A grownup gull eats just about anything, true, but those who know their gulls say that bird feeds its 
young nothing but fresh fish. 

e Even dinosaurs had arthritis. Or so the old-bones detectives conclude. 

e Q: What makes the scientists believe some dinosaurs were warm blooded instead of cold blooded? 
A: Animals that carried their heads high above their hearts needed a warm-blood pumping system, it's 
thought. 

e Yes, it's also noted in the historical footnotes that the ancient Egyptians trained baboons to wait on 
tables. And tell the fry cook to knock off the remarks. 

e The longer the daylight, the more milk the dairy cow makes. Generally. 

e Women who tend silkworms in China are not allowed to eat garlic. Nothing obscurely significant in 
this. The silkworms don't like the smell. 

e Farm animals huddle together in a natural defense to protect themselves from windy cold. What's 
wrong with that is they use the same natural defense in a lightning storm, so one bolt can rip through 
the lot of them. 

e Inthe long run, a dog team is faster than a team of horses. 


e The peregrine falcon, favored in fiction as the falconer's finest, is actually the most inept bird of 
prey. It only catches what it chases 19 percent of the time. Attack birds otherwise known as raptors 
generally get 58 percent. 

e Q: Ifa mouse gets into a beehive, how do the bees get it out? 

A: Sting it to drive it out. But if the stings kill it before it can escape, they coat it with propolis. That's 
"bee glue." It hardens into a tough brown coating, so it is tightly sealed in its own varnished coffin, just 
another piece of hive furniture. 

e If you were to burn up as much energy as a hummingbird does - | mean in proportion to size - 
you'd burst into flame. 

e Q: How many shots can a healthy skunk get off before it has to reload? 

A: Six. | once worked for a farmer who tried to domesticate a couple of skunks in the woods behind his 
house. He called them Smith and Wesson. 

e It was a belief once common all over Europe that firefighters could put out a raging blaze by 
throwing a calico cat into the flames. And it's a matter of record they pritnear ran out of calico cats 
before they found it didn't work. 

e Claim is domesticated dolphins can be taught to clean their own tanks. 

e Pay attention to detail. The hair in the splits of a moose's hooves is usually green. Detail is 
everything. 

e The "lone wolf" is an overly romanticized beast. What made him "lone" is his pack ran him off. 

e Sharks don't kill as many people every year as barnyard pigs do, according to the fatality figures. 

e An unhatched baby octopus, even inside its egg, can squirt ink. 

e The notion of charging admission to local public parks doesn't sit well with many. But proponents 
point out the curious change in zoos when they started charging admission. Vandalism went down and 
attendance went up. 

e Kangaroos on Kangaroo Island off Australia's coast not only beg for food, but knock on local doors 
to beg for it. 

e Few know what Bertha Dlugi did. In 1959 it was, in Milwaukee. She patented a bird diaper. For 
people who let their canaries fly around the house. 

e Another thing birds like about lawn sprinklers, I'm told, is cats are disinclined to chase them 
through falling water. 

e You know what mermaids look like from the waist up, but what kind of tails do they have? Artists 
have never agreed. Some painters give them mackeral tails. Others, dolphin flukes. A few, the whip-tip 
ends of eels. Those aren't too fetching. 

e Q: How long can a rat tread water? 

A: Up to three days, if the rat has hope. A hopeless rat may give up in an hour. Scientists have 
witnessed both, they report. 

e Environmentalists contend the extinction of animal species was a much more infrequent 
occurrence before man started to travel in machines. 

e Claim is the owl is the only bird that can look at something with both eyes at once. 

e All | know about the Oxford sparrow is it naps in flight. 

e Circus pros say chimpanzees can't stand clowns. As to why - shrug - most popular theory is 
chimps think clowns look like the fearsome baboons. 

e Seals along the northern Atlantic coast don't pay much attention any more to boats. But kayaks still 
terrorize them. Nobody knows why. Maybe they remember in their genes the look of great killer fish. 
Or ancient Indian hunters. Your turn to theorize. 

e A Yosemite Park bear probably can unwrap a stick of chewing gum faster than you can. 

e Bears have no collar bones. 

e Some scholars say they think dogs were first domesticated in what's now Idaho, but they're having 
trouble proving it. 

e Most Colonial Americans were under the impression that houseflies didn't like the color blue. So 
that's the color they painted their kitchens. 

e Report is an eagle in Florida's Busch Gardens eats sausage, but only if it's encased to look like 
snake. 


e |f cows were transparent, the chlorophyll in plants they eat would receive light, so go on working. 
That would sicken such cows. Even unto death. It's agreed in scientific circles that transparent cows 
wouldn't make it. 

e Amole's paws - Nature's not stupid, you know - are shaped like little shovels. 

e Elephants rip branches from trees to beat off yapping dogs. That has been seen, repeatedly. Man 
is not the only animal that uses weapons. 

e According to a veterinarian, it's not the hungry cat that usually gets the mouse. A well-fed cat is the 
better hunter. 

e Hernando DeSoto turned loose a few pigs in 1540. Hunters in Florida, Georgia and Alabama have 
been shooting their descendants ever since. 

e Snow fleas live high in the Himalayas. At night, they freeze solid. Come morning, they thaw out and 
get with it. 

e |f a house mouse could talk, it, too, could say, My ancestors came over on the Mayflower. 

e Come the cold, a snowshoe hare turns white, snow or no snow. It better snow. Otherwise a white 
hare finds it hard to hide. 

e Sounds of running water make beavers nervous. They want to dam it. Farm beavers start projects 
around drain pipes, leaking field faucets, old culverts. Amazing this phenomenon called genetic 
memory. Some theorists say it's the thing that compels certain children to take things apart, or to 
chase small animals or to beat on drums. 

e Certain edgy dogs are more likely to attack if stared at. Or so says a canine expert. 

e Every cockroach that dies a natural death does so on its back. 

e Panda cubs are born entirely white. 

e Report is pigeons have been seen sorting through birdseed mixes to find hemp seed. Which 
contain the significant stuff of marijuana. Then said birds don't fly, don't walk, just stand there, man. 

e An anteater can stick out its tongue 160 times a minute, and nobody in kindergarten can even 
come close. 

e Cats started out as desert animals. Their fur evolved to deal best with hot, dry air - not rain or 
snow. The scholars say that's why they don't like to get wet. 

e Even a swift seahorse only swims about a foot a minute. 

e Please explain the how of this: A newly hatched crocodile is three times the size of the egg from 
which it just emerged. 

e If scientists have it right, 90 percent of your genes are the same as those of a mouse. Sorry, not 
enough man, too much mouse. 

e If cats ate nothing but vegetables, they'd go blind, says a veterinarian. 

e Passenger pigeons were selling six for a penny in Boston circa 1736. 

e Inthe winter, 35 percent of the body content of that living thing known as the "eastern tent 
caterpillar" turns into anti-freeze. 

e A beaver dam might be even more a masterpiece of engineering if the beavers could see what 
they are doing. They don't build by sight. But by sound. Flow of water indicates where each log goes. 
They work the night shift. 

e An African egg-eating snake won't eat just any egg. Has to be raw. And fresh. A flick of the tongue 
and the snake can tell. 

e The female swordfish has no sword. Unless she's shot up with male hormones. Then she grows 
one. 

e Canada geese summer in northern Quebec. And feed. Do they ever! To get ready for the long flight 
south, they put on seven times their normal weight. 

e When the Turks see bats fly in daylight, they assume they're about to get an earthquake. 

e Arteries of a blue whale are so big a leopard could crawl through them. 

e You can tell the age of a mountain sheep by the rings on its horns. 

e The monkeys on Japan's Koshima Island dip their sweet potatoes in salt water before they eat 
them. It's said to be the only known instance wherein animals other than man intentionally season 
their food. 

e Bees, too, require their own exact territories. At an unknown but specific point as the hive gets 
crowded, some move out. 


e A half an inch an hour - that's not too much to expect a young giraffe to grow. 

e Insects can survive without people, but people can't survive without insects. That's what the 
scientists say. 

e The littler the mammal, the more various the species. There are all sorts of rodents, far fewer kinds 
of deer. 

e If the water isn't cold, the pearls won't have that silky shine. 

e Report is a white leghorn in Sri Lanka (Thailand) laid 17 eggs in six hours. Name of that chicken is 
not in the record at hand. Call it Jackpot. 

e Consider the female red-sided garter snake. When she crawls out of her winter den, she's met by 
about 100 male red-sided garter snakes. They've missed her. They love her. They want her. In a 
moment they wind up in a writhing, vibrating mating ball with her somewhere in the middle. How she 
gets rid of all but one is not explained in our Love and War man's lower-order files, but she does. 

e Napoleon wasn't the only aggressive fellow who hated cats. Alexander the Great likewise loathed 
them. Theory is conquerors despise what they can't conquer. Cats. 

e Homing pigeons are so ignorant they'll fly through smoke, through gunfire, through exploding 
shells. The Army has been known to award medals to homing pigeons. Not for intelligence. For valor. 
e England's second Marquess of Ripon shot a lifetime total of 566,000 game birds, a one-hunter 
record. On a Grouse Moor in 1923, he knocked down his 52 final birds, and dropped dead at age 71. 
Some mourned. 

e When fur was selling, nobody wanted to buy rats' fur, so the pelt of the muskrat was sold as 
Hudson seal. Actually, the muskrat is more closely related to the mouse than to the rat. But who ever 
called the little beast a muskmouse? That wouldn't have sold either. 

e If you insist the commanding general is always female, you're probably talking about army ants. 

e Most male frogs sing in choirs, but not the bullfrogs, they're soloists. 

e Those who know all about parakeets say many a bird of the breed drops dead at the sound of July 
Ath firecrackers. 

e An outdoor cat needs a lot more food than an indoor cat. 

e If you're on a diet, contemplate this: A raccoon weighs about half as much in March as it weighed 
in September. 

e Every organism that reproduces sexually leaves a corpse. 

e Many a pet cat in ancient Egypt wore earrings. 

e A crayfish is a crawfish is a stonecrab is a mudcrab is a crawdad is a fresh water lobster. 

e Will you accept the assumption that the Arctic tern sees more daylight year-round than any other 
creature on Earth? 

e You won't find any dogs in Iceland's Reykjavik. No need to look. 

e The bald eagle prefers to eat fish, thank you. 

e It was in 1986 researchers found out the duck-billed platypus shows a large interest in live batteries 
but no interest at all in dead ones. Clearly, the beast tracks electrical fields. It has a million nerve fibers 
from its bill to its brain. 

e Connecticut, too, has become coyote country, it's reported. Several thousand of them, at last count. 
Coyotes and crows have a lot in common, | think. They adapt to civilized sites. 

e Q: What makes a laughing hyena "laugh"? 

A: Whatever excites it. Danger. Sex. Presence of prey. The thrill of victory, the agony of defeat. 

e Were you aware the dachshund is one of the oldest breeds of dog in history? But the ancient 
Egyptians called it something else. They called everything something else. 

e Ants hate termites, termites hate ants. A little like sales managers and comptrollers maybe. Natural 
enemies, anyhow. 

e Inthe dark, an alligator's eyes reflect red, a crocodile's, orange. 

e One thing people, birds and whales have in common is a curiosity: They are the only sorts of 
creatures capable of singing intricate songs. That is, of learning such. And changing such. At least, 
that's what the Smithsonian's experts report. 

e Free-roaming cats live three, maybe five, years average, but indoor cats live three-four-five times 
that long. 


e Hollanders trap muskrats. Thousands yearly. Have to. Or the little beasts would bore holes in all 
their dikes. 

e What wiped out the dinosaurs 65 million years ago actually did away with about two-thirds of all 
animal species alive until then. Yet whoever hears about any but the dinosaurs. 

e Fifteen years as a grub, two weeks as a grownup, that's the life history of some locusts. 

e Along streams of Cameroon in West Africa lives that species of wildlife known as the hairy frog. It 
has no hair. 

e Rapid reply: No, sir, what you get when you breed cattle with yaks | do not know, but you don't get 
cattleyaks. 

e Traditional Muslims don't keep pet dogs. The Koran forbids it. 

e House cats kill millions of small mammals and birds. Everybody knows that. But recent studies in 
the United States and Great Britain indicate the fast felines contribute to the decline of some rare 
species. 

e A beheaded cockroach can live up to 10 days. Or so a roach expert claims. And what kills it, even 
then, is starvation, not the injury. 

e Am told a pigeon can't walk without bobbing its head, and it can't focus its eyes while bobbing its 
head. What this means, clearly, is a pigeon can't see while it's walking. Remarkable. 

e Shellfish experts say the male crawdad can't tell the gender of any other crawdad. At mating time, 
they say, it just grabs at every crawdad it can get its claws on, until it catches one that cooperates. 

e When yawning, mammals of lower rank turn their heads away from mammals of higher rank. 
Scholars who study animal life on Earth have witnessed the phenomenon repeatedly. In the wild. 
Around zoos. At sales meetings. 

e Most every shellfish escapes predators by closing itself inside its shell. But not that shrimp called 
the krill. It jumps out of its shell. The attacker chases the sinking shell. The krill swims free. Pretty 
smart shrimp. 

e If all the puppies in the litter are male, the biggest is the boss. If all female, the loudest is boss. In a 
mixed litter, the biggest and loudest bicker until one gets the upper paw. A vet told me that. 

e Among ants, all the workers are female. Some of the termite workers are male, though. 

e Correct, in an emergency, the male emperor penguin can suckle its young. 

e Clearly, that male cardinal is a mothering bird. Not only does he take over all the care of feeding of 
his own, but does likewise for newborns of others roundabout. Near a pond, one such redbird was 
even seen feeding a goldfish. 

e Most domestic animals were domesticated by man, but the cat, it's said, is unique: It domesticated 
itself. 

e Animal trainers say it's far easier to teach a pig just about anything than it is to teach a horse. 

e It's a moth if its wings flatten when it lands. It's a butterfly if they stay upright. 

e It has long been claimed that camels so inclined might spit on anyone within spitting distance. But 
a former Barnum & Bailey ringmaster named Dinny McGuire says: No, they don't spit, they 
regurgitate. 

e Elderly people with pet dogs and cats go less frequently to doctors, according to a UCLA study. 
That's physicians. No statistics at hand on how often they go to the veterinarian. 

e A good working border collie never barks at the sheep. Make that almost never. You could hear a 
bark if a particularly stubborn sheep were to challenge the dog directly. That's infrequent, though. 

e Walruses sleep close. Often, when one turns over, so must the next, and the next. Dominoes. 

e Q: What makes scientists think the whale descended from a land mammal? 

A: Its flippers have five rows of bones, like webbed toes, for one thing. 

e What would you do with 180,000 mummified cats? Somebody found something to do with them. An 
auction company in England sold them from the block in 1890. For a little over three shillings per ton. 
Cut-rate cats. They'd been taken from a burial ground near Bent Hasaan. 

e In China it's illegal to own any animal as a pet. That's not to say you can't have a cat ora dog ora 
bird. You just have to indicate you're raising it to eat. Or pull a plow. Or carry the mail. Whatever. 

e It has been proven that some elephants deliberately and repeatedly return to those grazing 
grounds where they got drunk on fermented fruit. Could be that's where they hold the meetings, don't 
know. 


Westbound wagon trains circled at dusk not to keep the Indians out but to keep the livestock in. 

In the Everglades, l'm told, are squirrels that measure more than two feet from teeth to tail tip. 
The she snakes are bigger than the he snakes. 

Mastodons ate water lilies. For dessert maybe. They ate spruce branches, too. 

In the dog books, greyhounds are listed as red, blue, brindle, white, black and fawn. Never gray. 
Should you kidnap a baby gorilla in the wilds of Africa, the mother gorilla will track you and track 
you and track you, and kill you, if she can. 

e Before a roadrunner eats a snake - how gross! - it kicks dirt in its face. 

e According to the genetic scientists, the essential difference between people and gorillas is about 1 
percent. 

e Giraffes, too, get kidney stones. 

e |t was Pliny the Elder who first informed the world that ostriches stick their heads into the sand to 
hide. It was nonsense in 50 A.D., and it's nonsense now. But that misinformation has continually 
resurfaced through all these centuries, despite countless debunkings. You just can't kill an attractive 
falsehood, can you? 

e To be perfectly scientific about it, that American buffalo is not just a "bison" but a "bison bison 
bison." 

e There aren't any skunks in Africa. 

e It's not unusual for a bird's eye to weigh more than its brain. 

e Crocodiles hold their mouths open to keep cool. Stay open-mouthed for hours sometimes. 

e A lot of piranha are vegetarians. 

e Before Noah Webster rewrought the word "elk," it was spelled "elch." 

e Q: Did you ever find out why woodpeckers don't get headaches? 

A: Their brains are in slings, sort of. Muscular shock absorbers in their skulls. 

e Q: How long can a hippo walk underwater without coming up for air? 

A: About six minutes. 

e If all animals received equal treatment on Earth, beetles could elect the next president, contends a 
client. 

e What's now South America once was dominated by a fantastic fast fowl almost 10-foot tall ... the 
Terror Bird. With killer beak, killer talons and killer instinct, it got its fill of the raw ripped meat it 
preferred. It took charge of the continent, utterly, until the Panama bridge closed on North America to 
let jaguars and saber-toothed tigers go south. They won. 

e The snake's forked tongue lets it taste in stereo. 

e A bumbling fellow stumbles into a beehive and leaps for escape into a nearby pond. That's a 
cartoonist's scenario. In real life, though, the nearby pond leap is the wrong thing to do. Those bees 
hang around whatever is nearby. For many hours. Experts say, go fast and far. 

e When a cow dies in Liechtenstein, the principality's newspaper runs the animal's obituary. 

e Claim is, the only predator that will eat a lightning bug is a frog, but that's hard to prove. 

e As of 2000, 13 people have been fatally gored in the 76-year history of the famous "running of the 
bulls" at Pamplona, the most recent being Matthew P. Tassio, 22, of Glen Ellyn, Ill., in July of 1995. 

e The queen ant mates in the air, then glides to earth, and breaks off her wings. What do you make 
of that? 

e When dam-building beavers work in pairs, one cuts, the other stands guard, then they trade off. 

e In streams of West Africa swims an electric fish called the Elephant-Trunk fish. When water around 
it becomes polluted, it emits electrical impulses. Germany's technicians have imported it to their rivers, 
and rigged said waterways with detectors. So the fish warn them of pollution by buzzing buzzers and 
lighting lights. 

e Beware of buffalo daubed with fluorescent yellow paint. At least, in Yellowstone Park. Park rangers 
there so illuminated irritable bison after several of the same attacked tourists. The curiosity is that 
people who won't go near a bull in a cow pasture don't seem to fear a buffalo bull. They should. 

e Can you refute the claim that most of the world's camel herders get to their daily jobs by truck? 

e The conservative cow uses about three pounds of water to make one pound of milk. The liberal 
dairy thinks more water won't hurt. 

e "Rein" means "deer" in the language of the Lapps, so "reindeer" is redundant, no? 


A chameleon's tongue is hollow. 

Ancient Roman temples let in humans and cats. That's all. 

A mole digs by instinct. Its feet are little shovels. When it's asleep, they slowly paw at empty space. 
Even now it takes about 175 people to set up the Barnum & Bailey Circus, I'm told. 

A live fish in the open sea never stops growing. 

Students of animal behavior say they have repeatedly seen chimpanzees of normal size offer a 


certain smile to larger chimpanzees. They've interpreted it to be the equivalent of "Whatever you say, 
boss." 


Dalmations of an early era didn't just run along with the fire horses for a lark. They were trained, 


some of them anyhow. They ran ahead, barking to clear the wagon traffic out of the way. 


Q: How come Scotland Yard doesn't use Labrador retrievers in police work anymore? 


A: Labs didn't like night work, the officers said. They switched to German shepherds. 


Otter dung is called "spraints." 
HERE 


